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“I have five grandchildren, and T wanied them to know what their
grandmother had done, how my life had started.
1 did it to live my life over.”
— Hedl Azus

Based on a true story

Hedi Azus, left, t
Hedi and her

hrough old photo albu
nd, Al, have left written

50 future g

Mandoza/Slall

Tom Photographs
ms with writer Loren Stephens at the Azus home in West Los Angeles. Both
i will know the storles of their lives.

Personal memoirs tell tales that family,
friends can learn from, cherish

Tiy Swman Abram
Steff 1Y riter

t 86, Hedi Azus takes comfori in

the words that will live on long

afler she is gone. The sentences,
strung logether within bound will
speak Lo the family she leaves behind,

“I have five grandchildren, and |
wanted them to know whal their
grandmother had donc, how my life had
started,” Avos said. *1 did it to live my
life over.”

In an ern of disposable gadgets, gilt
cards and plastic cash, /\zos gave her
prandchildren the story of her life. She
ig one of millions of Americans paying
professional writers (o help them
preserve Ltheir memoirs lo be passed
down through the generations.

“When something is in prinl, it takes
on a different meaning than
someonc lells a story,” said Loren
Stephens, a former documentad
Alwmaker who helped Azus write and
publish her ook, titled “The Music of

My Life."
“A book is a real keepsake you can
have forever.”
St who spenl years
hing and writing o

about the cultures and customs of
people in Mexico, stepped into Lhe

“I go back in
this book

world of memoir wriling when she
discovered an extraordinary story in her
own mother, Carol Rubin Meyer.
Meyer, a Mew York socialite, studied
opera afler graduating from Smith
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Memoirs show every

one has a story
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